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We send our
warmest wishes to
each of you for a
wonderful, Christ
centered holiday
season. May you
experience the love of
our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ as we
focus on Him this
Christmas. We are
grateful for the ‘gift of
friendship’ in the
family of God and in
our natural families
this season.

Our current

European Missions Outreach has done much in the past year
with your help! There are now five families (3 couples and 2
singles) under European Mission Outreach. As the President of
EMO, I've had the privilege to pray for these precious people who
continue to lay down their lives to serve Him throughout the world.
By the grace of God we have accomplished a lot in the past year.
The traveling, the ministry have all been the result of your
investment into our ministry throughout Europe. Many lives have
been touched... Let me encourage you to stand with us as we
come to the end of this year and help us with a timely gift that will
help us cover the expenses we have in Holland while we’re away
as well as expenses while we are here in the States. May the Lord
richly bless you for giving.

situation: As most of

you know by now, we are in
Tampa, Florida. We had planned
to take a ‘rest’ and time of v
sabbatical to spend time with our f§
families for the holidays. We had
just finished one of the busiest &
times we’ve had in ministry in the
past six years and we were ready
for this season to be in the States
for the holidays for the first time |
in many years. Betsy met me in

Betsy looks good

only good verses and promises for
the future but were true for us right
now. The Word has given us an

‘infusion of faith’ and we’ve seen a
work of the cross like never before.

Many of you have called, sent books,
emails and have been praying as
we walk through this difficult time.
We can’t thank you enough for your
expressions of love and concern.
We know our time on the mission

Tampa with our little dog,

Hudson Taylor after settling many details in Delft.
She was quite tired but doing well when she
arrived. But about a week after her arrival, she
noticed a lump on the right side of her neck. It
became more painful and enlarged and after
praying we went to Dr. John Spallino, a member of
the Oakwood Community Church where we
often visit with my parents when we are in

Florida and we are now attending during our
stay here. He was very concerned and sent us

to get the lump scanned that very day. This
began the saga of where we are right now.

After that we had another scan, a visit to a
surgeon who would do a second biopsy and
then to an oncologist, Dr. David Wright, who
gave us the results of the biopsy. The

diagnosis was confirmed - lymphoma non-

field is not finished and we look
forward to returning to our work in Europe as soon
as we are medically released to go. Until then, we
are ‘resting’ as Betsy recovers knowing that He is
caring for us and covering us at this time.

We had originally planned to be ‘home-based’ in

Augusta, Georgia while in the States but as you

can see, the Lord had another plan and we
understand better
now why we just
couldn’t seem to
leave Florida. The
borrowed car had
mechanical
problems....major
ones and we had
to wait for it to be
repaired. Then the

Hodgkin’s cancer in Stage 3 (that means they
found 3 areas with active cancer cells above
and below the middle of the body). Just the

day before we
were ready to
leave was the day
we went to the

Miesje & Jerry Flach
Our hosts in Tampa

word ‘cancer’ hit us really hard. At first
we felt the wind was knocked out of our sails —
hadn’t we just spent the last six years on the
mission field serving Him with everything we
have? Why this report after standing in faith for so
much each day? But we soon began to see His
hand in preparing the way for us to be in the States
at this time. We had a choice to make and we
made it. Faith began to rise up and we began
‘standing on the promises’ as we realized all
those healing scriptures we memorized were not

doctor and he asked us to stay until the lump
could be checked out. This also meant that our
travel plans to attend the Evangelical Fellowship
International Conference did not happen and we
were unable to travel to the ‘SOZO Sunday’ in
Nashville, Tennessee. We really had to let these
things go and stay put as Betsy was in the
beginning of the treatment. The Bible says, “A man
makes plans in his heart, BUT it is the Lord that
orders his steps.” We have seen this in action
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over the past weeks and understand even better what this
means. And we trust the Lord in each detail of all of this.

What God is showing us: The Bible promises have become
‘life’ to us as we stand and walk THROUGH this. What we
thought we knew, we’'ve come to “know” deep in our hearts. We
stand strong in faith as we face this. Here are some of the
healing scriptures we are standing on during this recovery
process.

Isaiah 53:4-6 “Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our
sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by
Him and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions, he
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.”

Psalm 118:17 “I will not die, but live and declare what the Lord
has done!”

Psalm 55:18 “He rescues me and keeps me safe from the
battle waged against me.”

Psalm 20:1-2, 4-5 “In times of trouble, may the Lord respond to
your cry. May the God of Israel keep you safe from all harm. May
He send you help from His sanctuary and strengthen you from
Jerusalem. May He grant your heart’s desire and fulfill all your
plans. May we shout for joy when we hear of your victory, flying
banners to honor our God. May the Lord answer all your
prayers.”

How Betsy is doing: She’s doing great — sometimes really
tired but other than that she’s recovering and gaining strength.
By the time you receive this newsletter, she will have completed
2 out of the 6 chemo treatments. The next treatment is
scheduled for Dec. 30. We appreciate your prayers for her
throughout this season.

How I’'m doing: It's been hard to ‘sit in one spot’ for a while
but it's been necessary. We had several people who told us it
was a season for us to ‘rest’ but we had no idea what that
meant and how to do it. My full time job has been to take care of
Betsy — and that | am doing with joy. I'm also beginning to meet
with other men from the church we are attending while here in
Florida. Thanks for your prayers for me!

How things are going back in Holland: We've heard
really good things about how the worship team is doing under
the direction of Andries and Renate. The years of investing and
mentoring are bearing much good fruit from them and the
other young leaders who have taken over many
responsibilities. Please continue to pray for Pastor David and
Melanie Koerts and the leaders in Delft for wisdom and
strength to lead the church. We miss them all very much and
rejoice when we hear how well they are doing.

The Horizon group met in Delft in November and they all said it
was a great time of encouragement for all of them. The
founder of the church, Kyle Holland, was there to lead the team
and help refocus the group of pastors and missionaries
working throughout Europe.

An encouraging word from Mary Bannigan that we’d like to
share with you: “We are all praying for you and rejoice that you
are walking THROUGH this. You know, Betsy, | too have been
THROUGH some horrible health situations and surgeries. |
didn’t think I'd live after the last one 3 years ago, but God truly
does “lift us up” and “restore our youth like the eagles.” Do
you know the story of what happens to “mature” eagles?

When they get to a certain age, they lose all their feathers (!!!)
and their talons fall out and their beak falls off. They then go
up to a “high place on a rock” and lay in the sun (Son) until
new feathers (hair) grow in, new talons emerge and their beak
grows stronger than ever. Whilst they are lying quietly on the
rock, in the sun (Florida) they are fed by OLDER EAGLES!!!
Isn’t that amazing? That’s a true story of what happens to
eagles in the natural and as you can see; it also happens to
us old eagles, too. When | was so sick 3 years ago | had a lot
of chemo and | lost an enormous amount of my hair and my
fingernails wouldn’t grow. Even my beak was messed up as |
couldn’t talk for quite a while. When our God says He
restores, He’s not kidding. From one old eagle to another,
Betsy and Herman, YOU WILL SOAR AGAIN ~ HIGHER THAN
EVERY!"
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The provision and praise reports: We've seen the Lord provide in many, many small ways that are big provisions. Here are

just a few of the praise reports we've seen along this journey.

e The doctors are Christians and that makes a big difference in working together with them in this treatment process and
they quickly reacted to take care of Betsy. And we are in the States for the treatment process

e We are living with Miesje and Jerry Flach (Herman'’s older sister ©) and they have helped us so much. Jerry is a great
cook and we feel right at home in our room decorated in pastel tulips! The demonstration of their unselfish love to us

has spoken volumes and we are grateful.

e We are close to all of our family in Florida — Paul, Heather and the children, Betsy’s sisters and mother and my
parents. They have all been so supportive and loving as we walking through the most difficult times of our lives.

e A precious couple from Atlanta loaned us a car to us for the entire time we need to be in the States.

e We are together and able to support each other through this.

e  Our good friends in Augusta and beyond have stood with us in prayer!

e Cindy Jones, our long-time good friend gave Betsy a set of healing tapes by Pastor Sandra Kennedy and we’re still
working through listening to them. They have built our faith and helped both of us a lot. Many nights when Betsy
couldn’t sleep I'd wake to find her listening to a tape with her earphones on.

e We've met some friends during doctor and treatment visits where we’ve been able to encourage and share our faith.

e We are so grateful for many things! Betsy’s bone marrow was clear!

Please feel free to e-mail us. We would love to hear from you — hermanb@europeanmissions.org
Our Address in The Netherlands: Raam 57, 2611 LS Delft, Netherlands (Phone: 011-31-15-2135499)

Eurapean Messions Outreach

Herman & Betsy Bouwhuizen

P.0.Box 211711
Augusta GA30917-1711

Web Site:
WWWw.europeanmissions.org
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